
Dear Parents of Soon-to-Be Second Graders,

I am so excited to see your child in September and get to know him or her better!

The best way to help prepare your child for second grade is by having them
read every day. Allowing them to choose the books will inspire them to read more.
Don’t become concerned over reading levels. In elementary school, each child is
developing at their own pace. The more they read, the more their reading skills
will improve.

In an effort to make summer reading more enjoyable, I have created a
Summer Reading List. Please have your child read, at minimum, one book from this list.
Additionally, have your child write a letter to their favorite character from the book,
telling them what they’re excited for in second grade. If your child reads more than
one book, that’s wonderful! But they only need to write one letter to their favorite
character. The students can also add an illustration to their letter if they choose.

For math practice, please have your child complete five of the math problems of the
day from the attached page. Your child does not have to complete all of them, but
must complete at least five. Please have them complete the problem on a separate
sheet of paper where they can show their work.

Thanks and have a great summer!
Mrs. Michalski



Entering 2nd Grade: Suggested Summer Reading List

Great books for you to read to your child or for your child to read to you!
The Berenstain Bears books by Stan and Jan Berenstain
The Mitten, The Umbrella and others by Jan Brett
Clifford books by Norman Bridwell
Arthur books and others by Mark Brown
Fly Away Home, A Day’s Work, and others by Eve Bunting
Stellaluna and others by Janell Cannon
Olivia by Ian Falconer
Sharks, Dogs, How a House is Built, and others by Gail Gibbons
Sheila Rae the Brave, Chester’s Way, and others by Kevin Henkes
Whistle for Willie and others by Ezra Jack Keats
Froggy Bakes a Cake and others by Jonathan London
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie and others by Laura Numeroff
Curious George books by H.A. Rey
The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
David books by David Shannon
Any and all books by Dr. Seuss
The Pigeon books by Mo Willems
Scaredy Squirrel by Melanie Watt
The Napping House and others by Audrey and Don Wood

Easy Chapter Books
Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel
Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik
Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish
Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold
Henry and Mudge and Mr. Putter & Tabby and Poppleton by Cynthia Rylant

Chapter Books
Flat Stanley series by Jeff Brown
Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline
Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne
Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park

Nate the Great series by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat



Math Problem of the Day:
1. I had 6 pencils, and my teacher gave me 4 more. How many pencils do I have
now?

2. Gina’s dog got 3 treats on Sunday and 0 treats on Monday. How many treats did
Gina’s puppy get in all?

3. Joel went to the zoo with his family. During the first hour he was there he saw a
bear, 2 tigers, and 3 lions. How many animals did Joel see in his first hour at the zoo?

4. Jackson sorted his toy cars by color. He has 6 blue cars, 5 green cars, and 4 black
cars. How many cars does Jackson have in all?

5. Ben has 2 green balloons and 4 yellow balloons. How many balloons does he have
altogether?

6. There are 3 kids in the Clark family. Tina is 3, Joshua is 4, and Samantha is 7. If you
add up all their ages, what is the sum of the Clark kids?

7. If you go for a swim and 6 of your friends come along, how many friends are
swimming in total?

8. Rachel’s mom had some flowers in a vase. 3 of the flowers wilted and Rachel’s
mom took them out of the vase. Now there are 5 flowers in the vase. How many
flowers were in the vase to start with?

9. Hayden’s cat had a litter of kittens. 3 kittens were gray, 2 kittens were spotted, and
7 kittens were black. How many kittens did Hayden’s cat have?

10. Pedro brought in 3 red leaves and 6 yellow leaves from the playground. How
many leaves does he have in all?



11. Gabriella read 3 books on Monday, 6 books on Tuesday, and 4 books on
Wednesday. How many books did Gabriella read in all?

12. If you have 3 cats, 2 guinea pigs, and a bunny. How many cute little noses do they
have altogether?

13. If there are 3 inches of snow on the ground in the morning and we get 3 more
inches of snow by dinner time. How many inches of snow did we get that day?

14. My cat has 4 paws and my brother’s dog has 4 paws. How many paws are there
in all?

15. I had 10 pennies, but I lost 2 of them. How many pennies do I have now?

16. Santiago read 7 books over the summer. Ryan read 5 books. How many more
books did Santiago read than Ryan?

17. Andrew put 10 stickers on his notebook. When he got to school he noticed some
of the stickers had fallen off. Now Andrew only has 6 stickers on his notebook. How
many stickers fell off Andrew’s notebook?

18. Nicole likes to help her mom pick tomatoes from their garden. She counted 9
tomatoes in the garden. 6 tomatoes were red and the rest were green. Nicole and
her mom picked all the red tomatoes. How many green tomatoes did Nicole and her
mom leave in the garden?

19. My sister and I have 20 pennies. If my sister has 10 pennies, how many pennies do I
have?

20. The zoo had 8 tigers. 3 of the tigers moved to another zoo. How many tigers were
left?



21. Esther read 3 poems. Magenna read some more poems. Altogether they read 7
poems. How many poems did Magenna read?

22. Haley’s dad bought 8 cheeseburgers. Haley ate 1 of them. How many
cheeseburgers does Haley’s dad have left?

23. If you boil 7 eggs in water, and the number of eggs that float is one more than the
number that sink, how many eggs float?

24. Rasheed loves to eat jellybeans. His favorite jellybeans are the yellow ones. There
were 12 jellybeans in his bag. Rasheed removed all the yellow jellybeans and ate
them, leaving 6 jellybeans in his bag. How many yellow jellybeans did Rasheed eat?

25. The gym teacher had 5 basketballs. The next week the gym teacher got some
new basketballs. Now the gym teacher has 9 basketballs. How many new basketballs
did the gym teacher get?

26. Jamal has 6 toy airplanes and his brother has 4 toy airplanes. How many more toy
airplanes does Jamal have than his brother?

27. Antonio has some marbles. His brother Alex gives him 5 more. Now Antonio has 8
marbles. How many marbles did Antonio have to begin with?

28. If you have an 8-pack of crayons and you give your friend 3 of them to use during
drawing time. How many crayons do you have in your pack now?

29. Emily has 4 pink erasers and some white erasers. She has 7 erasers in all. How many
white erasers does Emily have?

30. Angel serves pizza at her birthday party. The pizza has 12 slices. 8 slices of pizza are
eaten by Angel and her guests. How many slices of pizza are left?


